
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th August 2020 

 

Dear Parent/carer 

Re: Return to school – Face covering update 

I trust that you and the family are keeping safe and well and are preparing your children for a full return to 

school next week.  We are certainly looking forward to seeing them again. 

You are probably aware that the government recently amended its policy guidelines around the wearing of 

face coverings in school. This followed a statement from the World Health Organisation on 21st August that 

advises “children aged 12 and over should wear a mask under the same conditions as adults, in particular 

when they cannot guarantee at least a 1-metre distance from others and there is widespread transmission in 

the area.” 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) usually spreads by droplets from coughs, sneezes and speaking. These droplets can 

also be picked up from surfaces, if you touch a surface and then your face without washing your hands first. 

This is why social distancing, regular hand hygiene, and covering coughs and sneezes is so important in 

controlling the spread of the virus.  The best scientific evidence suggests that, when worn correctly, a face 

covering may reduce the spread of coronavirus droplets in certain circumstances, helping to protect others.   

 Face coverings are mainly intended to protect others, not the wearer, from coronavirus (COVID-19).  As such 

they are not a replacement for social distancing and regular hand washing. 

It has become mandatory to wear a face covering in the corridors and communal areas in a school that is in 

an area where there has been an outbreak and the government or local authority decide to impose local 

restrictions. In the event of any local restrictions being imposed that include Madeley we will communicate 

quickly that face coverings must be worn. 

Regardless of any local restrictions that will impose the wearing of face coverings and following discussions 

with a number of parents, pupils and staff I have decided that face coverings can be worn by students if: 

• They have family members who are classed as vulnerable or were advised to shield during the 

lockdown. 

• It helps the pupil to feel more confident and less anxious about returning to school. 

• As a whole class they are asked to wear them by one of their teachers.  The teacher may be in the ‘at 

risk’ category or may have a family member who is vulnerable. 

Teaching staff will be able to wear face coverings at their own discretion, unless it becomes mandatory.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Could I therefore please ask that all pupils return to school next week with a face covering as 

part of their equipment. 

If wearing a face covering it will be very important that the design is appropriate to a school 

setting and that it is worn correctly.  Safe wearing of face coverings requires cleaning of hands 

before and after touching – including to remove or to put them on – and the safe storage of 

them in individual, sealable plastic bags between use.  We have greatly increased the number 

of hand sanitisers, but it may be advisable for pupils to bring their own pocket-sized bottle of 

hand sanitiser that they can keep in their blazer pocket. 

If any pupil who would like to wear a face covering but is struggling to access one, or it is lost 

or becomes unsafe then the school will carry a small stock to meet such needs. 

I hope that this amendment will help to reassure that our underlying priority is the health and 

safety of everyone at Madeley School.  All of the changes to the school that have been made 

and explained in the letter you received at the end of the term will still apply.  These will all be 

explained to the pupils in a series of assemblies when they return.  

As a reminder the start dates for each year group are… 

Y7 only on Wednesday 2nd September 

Y10 and Y11 on Thursday 3rd September 

Y8 and Y9 on Friday 4th September. 

It would support us greatly if you could look to arrive each day at around 8.30am.  Staff will be 

on duty to direct pupils to their specified entrance. 

If you have any queries, then please contact the school and I look forward to a safe return to 

school for all. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Lee Nixon 
Principal 
 

 

 


